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always try to write certain songs which mean to uplift
a lady within their own spirit, within their own self.”
He notes that so much of the music is degrading fo
women, and he sees women as “producers,” creators
and sustainers of life.

Richre SptCe has arready heen a great mfluence on
many people worldwide. He can relate to Jiving in

poverty and understands the .appeal of mckmg upa
qun and living a “badman’ ife. But hie gives people an

alternative~righteousness. “What | would fove to
achieve through the whole music is | would fove for the
people toaccept righteousness to the fullest and know
that rlqhteﬁusness exalted the nation. | wauld love my
music to go on a platform which mean the peaple
accept-not just accept the tunes or me—hut [accept]
righteousness to the fullest, you know?

Wheatley, previously the manager for the dancehall
artist Zebra, relates, "Richie is like an inspiration to
me, Ho\nnq wllh him, he s allowed me to grow as a per-

son. You know, like spiritually. I've started looking at

,hfe dlfferently workmq with him. I've learned to be a

little humbler tao. | see us workmq toqether for a long

time to come.” He continues, “Richie is specral He's

the type of artist that comes along every 25 years."

When | press him on what distinguishes Richie from
other strong roots artists, he tells me that it's the fact
the Spice does everythmg—cultural tunes, girl tunes,
reafity, “even rudeboys like himt” he points out. He
Iaughs, "Even if | wasn't managing him, he'd shll be my
favorite artist. | have like six cds in my car and. all of
them is Richie Spice!""

Spice also gives back to the community by produc-
ing his annual “Culture in the Hills” show. that takes

place every year near his mother’s home at the end of

July. He has a very moving stat;e show—evidenced by

his acoustic set on the In the Streets to Africadvd. It's
clear that i in his quiet way, Spice wants to: gulde peo-
ple; and heeds the advice fie gives to others, “Befieve

in: what you're doing. Focus, Make sure whatever
iou're - oing, it always Is proqreste and positive,
Perseverarice in whatever you're domq

The future fooks bright-Spice has one more cd with
VP to fulfill his contract, and Wheatley projects, “The
thlrd alhum is qmng to be even greater, 'cause trust
me, he has some great Songs still out there to come.”
Ultimately, Wheatley wants “everybody in the world
‘supposed to have a chance to fear the message that
Richie is bringing."

There is a mystical air about Spice—serious at
times, tuntempiaflve at others, with glimpses of play-
fulness. He is of the belief that thoughts and speech

create: reality and advises, “The things what you speak
manifest out there in the world. Is a natural mys-
Bab Mariev,r say, is a ‘natural mystic flowing
through the air’ So you have to be careful of what you
say from your mouth because it might just manifest.”
Just | mamfest it mu;ht—as fong as Spice keeps singing
about and envisioning a righteous world.

[Contact Laura Gardner at editor@jahworks.org |
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