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gonna-be-all-right song: and Spiec
channels a higher force on the last
two tracks "Can't Stop Loving Jah"
and "ivlotherland Calling" which
have profoundly spiritual vibes,

The weakest links arc "Digital
Ways" rcaturing the late Joseph Hill
of Culture ancl ",vlind Off of Me:'
The latter just doesn't contribute
much at all-it's the marshmallow
fluff of the cd, In regards to the
fonner, I wanted to like it because
of Hill's illustrious legacy-but it
just fell flat for mc,

Overall, this cd takes Spice to the
next level of his career with poise
and grace, Dare I say this could be
onc of the best of the year? Look
for more on Richie Spice in this
year's dancehall issue, -LG
Yellowman, Most Wa/lt('(1
(Greensleeves)
Elephant Man, Mllllsters of
Dal/cehal/: Tlte Ellergy God
(Grcenskeves)
Building from its own impressive
archive, GreensleevL''s has put
together two top-llualily "best 01"

albums for Yellowman and Ele­
phant ;"Ian, Most Wal/ler! is actually
a repackaged reissue, so check your
collection before you run out and
buy it. But if you don't have it. the
16 tracks on the album will serve
to remind you why he was the
original King of Daneehall. As a
bonus, Greens!ceves has added
many 12" versions of album ClllS.

For Elephant I'vIan, Greensleews
was able to mine his first three
albums for more than sufficient
material. If you want to know
where the hype began, this will
show you. One caution though-if
you own the Grecns!ceves series
Rflg~a Ragga Ragga and Biggesl

Ragga Oal/ce/llIff AI/thellls, you
will likely have most of these
tracks, -I?I?

ARTISTS TO WATCH
l\icky B/ChicolDJ Cutson, "Hotel
Room" (Universal)
l':ick)' Il, "I'm Gone" (Mashup)
l\ick~' B, "Drop That Tune" (Big
Ship)
Nicholas "Nicky B" Bennell, son
of veteran producer/singer Mike)'
"Home T' Bcnncll, is one of the
brightest dancehall singers to
emergL' in the last few years, His
style is similar to singers such as
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piteh has never been mueh of an is­
sue in dancehallmusie, but when he
hits a big nute and he's flat, it's
crushingly jarring,

I have a lot of respect for Chuck
Fenda-his passion and charisma
arc infectiuus as heard in "Gash
Dem" among thc other traeb pre­
viously mentioned, as well as in his
previous cd, Beller Ours, which is
why I kel that this cd docs not do
him fulljustiee, -LG
Richie Spice, III tlte Streets to
Africa (VP)

This cd has been so ret"reshing­
like whcn thc kid in those old 7UP
commcreials takes a sip of the soda
and popularil,es the word "eITer­
vescent." After a dreary year of
cunsciuus roots music, Richie
Spice comes with this collection of
solid, energetic ~lf1d impressiw
tunes, I have a pal1icular afllnity for
Spice-maybe it's his shyness that
I relate to, or the way he stays
humble in the midst of a reggae
mcdia frcnl.Y.

You're all probably familiar with
a number l>f singles on this al­
bum-"Youth Dell1 Cold," "Brown
Skin," and "High Grade," But it's
really some of the other llInes that
deeply move me. "Sunny Day"
shines brightly above the rest (no
pun intended) and "Babylon A
Gwaan" is pleasurably infectious.
"Open thc Door" is slated as the
next single and has a bold political
message abuut the ineLJualities of
opportunity. Spice is no l"lalcolm
X, however, the video for "Open the
Door" is prelly edgy and count­
geous (check it on YouTube).

Spic'e has a way with the ladies
on "Uptuwn Girl:' "Grouvin iVly
Girl" ancl"Baby Face:' featuring his
brothers Spanner Banner and Pliers
(ofChaka Demus and Pliers famc),
"Take It Easy" is tht' dun't-worry­
about-a-thing-cause-evcrything's-
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